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From Assemblyman Bob Pacheco, District 60














Capitol Office


State Capitol


P.O. Box 942849


Sacramento, CA 94249-0060








District Office


17800 Castleton Street, Suite 125


Industry, CA 91748








60th District:


La Mirada


Diamond Bar


Chino Hills


Walnut


La Habra Heights





Portions:


Rowland Heights


Anaheim


Villa Park


La Habra


San Dimas


Anaheim Hills


Orange


Whittier


City of Industry





Businesses Exposed by UCL





	With the house of origin deadline come and gone, five measures introduced in the Assembly to reform the Unfair Competition Law (UCL) have been reduced to one. AB 95 was the only measure relative to the UCL that passed the Assembly and is currently headed to the Senate for consideration. 


	Early in 2003, I introduced a measure that would have prohibited plaintiff's attorneys from filing frivolous lawsuits against small businesses without proof of harm. Other measures, related to reforming the UCL, included various provisions that made filing frivolous lawsuits under the UCL more difficult. 


	It’s a sad day when members of the legislature see a problem that needs to be fixed, give it lip service, and nothing gets done to fix it. AB 95 is joined to a similar bill in the Senate, which includes discouragement provisions creating an even worse business climate than already exists. This measure will accomplish nothing in its attempt to reform the UCL other than make matters worse. In fact, because these bills are joined, if one fails they both fail, which means nothing would have been accomplished in reforming the UCL. 


	I did not support AB 95 when it was heard in committee and on the Assembly floor, and you can be sure that I will not support this measure until language aimed at protecting small businesses from the harsh tactics of plaintiff's attorneys is included in the bill.





Worker's Compensation Reform





	In recent weeks it was my pleasure to converse with Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi. Our topic of discussion was California's faltering workers' compensation system.


	Mr. Garamendi understands the turmoil in workers' compensation and agrees that it is flawed. During the budget debate on the Assembly Floor, Republicans offered amendments that would have made changes to the system. But like many of our proposals aimed at protecting small businesses, the amendments were tabled and never provided full discussion.


	The Democrats would have nothing with reforming the troubled workers' compensation system. How the Governor and the Democrats plan to increase the economic health of California is beyond me. Small businesses drive the state's economy, and as a small business owner, I know the costs associated with operating a business in California.


	As the business climate continues to deteriorate in California, when will Assembly Democrats learn enough is enough.





PRESSING ISSUES:








In my next issue:





TAXATION and its effects on the California economy.








Pending Legislation:





AB 1093 (Lieber): Would require businesses to pay $10 an hour on large state contracts. (In Senate)





AB 1032 (Jackson): Would require that companies bidding on state contracts


disclose felonies and other violations and would disqualify those with three or more within last five years. (In Senate)








Please feel free to contact my office if you would like to receive future updates via e-mail.
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